o cument  No.  11618 


mam  **  * 


THB  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
-  AGAINST  - 
irakI.  SAD40.  et  al. 


do  ewear  on  ny  conecience 


I,  YONAI,  Mitsumaea, 
f  Olloving'‘^~true  5 

1  was  connected  witt 

T  was  Navy  Minister  in  « 

Cabinet  the  HIBABUMA  Cal 
Prime  Minister  from  Jana 
was  Nary  Minister  in  the 
Bridge  Incident  took  pla 
this  incident  very  well 
incident  in  cabinet  meet 
in  China  at  thf.e  tine  j 
without  any  notice  wha 
Hajlme  was  War  Minister 

General  Staff  tut  ww  vice-Chiex  oi  ^ 
office  was  carried  by  jnapoctor  General 

General  IMAI.  ST  SSoto-  The  Vic« 

«.  a-"*1 ’JMau'(}Ye|S1si  S'*.  *««•“•  f4 

Kwantung  Army  vae  G  Kwantung  Aria 

u  14  “• AW  B 

£$5n«  of  th.  OMoa  Incident. 

.  u  Minister  throughout  th< 
I  served  as  inclusion  of  the  Tri-P.i 
Daring  this  time  ,  ® rousiy  advocated  hy  the  i 
^is  Powers  °e£on  of  General  ITAGAKI 

.  mainly  through  the  person  ox  ^  The  Ch- 

the  portfolio  o  KANIN,  General  IMA 

Staff  «ae  •tjj-1  Pri  “  L  staff  and  ca 

°f  ^N'e^flrSmcs.  The  — 

of  Prince  KANIN  NISHIO,  JUB0 

Mlniater^tbo  rinanco  Hlnlntor  and 

£5'.  "ySalS^thr Pr°lS? Mini st or . 


3  HIBANUMA  Cabinet, 
artite  Pact  with  the 
military  clique, 

,  Seishlro,  who  held 
of  the  Army  General 
Klyoehi  was  Vice-Chief 
ad  the  burden  because 
>r  General  of  Military 
tjkdA,  Kenhichi  was 
Army  and  General  ISOYA.  Garo 
The  Prime  Minister 
ll've  Ministers'  Conference 
Foreign  Minister,  the  War 

..  £?- 5  52. 

md«ci8oi.niro^n^  TOCb 
^iS^  Sol.hlro  and  the 
"Sloaaod  W  «- 
Oabinot  October  29.  1939. 
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I  bocarao  Prime  Minister  of  Japan  In  January,  1940  and  served 
as  such  until  July  21,  1940.  Oonoral  KATa,  Sunroku  hold  tho 
Portfolio  of  Minister  of  War  in  my  cabinet.  Princo  KANIN  was 
Chiof  of  the  Army  Oonoral  Staff,  though  vory  inactivo.  Tho  Vico- 
Ohiof  of  tho  Army  General  Staff  was  Oonoral  TSUXADA,  Osani;  the 
Inspector  Oonoral  of  Military  Education  was  Oonoral  YAMADA,  Otoso; 
the  Ohiof  of  Military  Affaire  Bureau  was  Oonoral  MUTO,  Akira  and 
tho  Vico-Minister  of  War  was  Oonoral  ANAHI,  Korcchika. 

The  militarists,  through  tho  aforosald  Chiof  of  the  Military 
Affairs  Bureau,  Oonoral  MUTO,  urged  that  my  oabinot  resign  because 
of  its  policies  in  regard  to  world  affairs.  Thore  was  groat 
agitation  in  tho  public  prose  of  Japan  at  this  tine  by  militaristic 
and  ultra-nationeliotio  olononto  in  favor  of  tho  proposed  tripartite 
Pact  with  tho  Axis  Powore.  oabinot  agrood,  after  much  discussion, 
not  to  conclude  thin  Pact.  At  this  tine  the  aforesaid  Gonoral  KATA, 
Sunroku,  tho  War  Minlstor,  spoke  to  me  and  said  that  "with  a  weak 
cabinot  such  as  tho  YOKAI  Cabinot,  I,  tho  War  Minister,  would  not 
be  able  to  control  ny  subordinates  in  tho  Army  so  that  I  want  to 
resign  from  tho  Cabinot."  Then  I  asked  tho  aforosald  General  HATA 
to  confer,  in  accordance  with  law  and  custon,  with  tho  other  two 
menbors  of  the  military  triumvirate,  that  is,  tho  Army  Chief  of 
Staff,  Prince  KANIN,  who  was  vory  Inactivo  and  whoso  official 
responsibilities  wore  carriod  by  tho  Vico-Chief  of  tho  Array  Oonoral 
Staff,  Oonoral  TSUKADA,  Ooani;  and  the  I non act or  General  of 
Military  Education,  Oonoral  YAMADA,  Otoso;  and  to  furnish  mo  with 
a  noninoo  to  succoed  to  tho  Portfolio  of  Minister  of  War.  The 
aforosald  Ooneral  HATA,  Sunroku,  returned  sono  time  later  and  said 
that  he  had  conferred  with  tho  aforosald  Army  Chiof  of  Staff, 

General  TSUKADA,  Onami  and  tho  aforesaid  Inspector  Genoral  of 
Military  Education,  Genoral  YAMADA,  Otoso  and  stated  "It  is  ny 
opinion  that  you  will  not  find  anothor  Gonoral  willing  to  accept 
the  Portfolio  of  War  Minlstor  today".  I  understood  that  he  meant 
as  long  as  I  was  Prime  Minlstor.*  I,  therefore,  resigned  with  ny 
cabinot  and  wont  into  rotlromont.  Tho  collapse  of  my  cabinet  was 
due  to  flvo  reasons:  (1)  Army1 o  111-f soling  towards  ny  cabinet 
from  the  very  beginning;  (2)  this  attitude  continued  right  along; 

(3)  in  early  July  thoro  was  an  unouccosnful  attempt  to  attack  ny 
private  home;  (4)  tho  actlvo  opposition  of  tho  aforesaid  Chiof 
of  Military  Affairs  Buroau,  Oonoral  MUTO,  Akira;  and  (5)  tho 
submission,  on  July  15,  of  the  rosignation  of  tho  aforosald  War 
Minister,  General  EATA,  Sunroku. 

To  put  it  briefly,  the  fall  of  ny  cabinet  was  forcod  by  tho 
Arty  and  other  militaristic  and  aggrossivo-mindod  organisations. 


(s)  Tonal.  Mltsunaea _ 

YONAI ,  Mitsumasa 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  boforo  the 
undersigned  officer  by  tho  above-nan od 
YONAI ,  Mitsumasa,  at  Wear  Ministry 
Building,  Tokyo,  Japan,  this  16th  day 
of  June,  1946. 

-  (■)  Horrypan  Dorsov.  Captain  JAGD _ 

certificate 

I,  (s)  Thomas  Wild  HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  I  an  fully 
conversant  with  the  Japanoso  and  English  languagos,  and  that  Z, 
this  day,  read  the  foregoing  Affidavit  to  the  above- nanod  YONAI, 
Mitsumasa  in  Japanese,  and  in  so  doing,  truly  and  correctly 
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translated,  the  contents  thereof  fron  English  Into  Japanese;  and 
that  said  YONAI,  Mitsunasa  stated  to  ne  that  the  contonts  of 
said  Affidavit  woro  the  truth,  and  that  ho  was  willing  to  sign 
said  Affidavit  undor  oath;  and  that  said  YONAI,  Mitsunasa  was 
duly  sworn  in  ny  prosonco  and  signod  said  Affidavit  undor  oath 
in  ny  prosonco;  and  that  all  procoodings  incidental  to  tho 
adninistration  of  said  oath  and  tho  signing  of  said  Affidavit 
were  truly  and  corroctly  translated  fron  Japnnose  into  English 
and  English  into  Japanese  and  fully  understood  and  comprehended 
by  said  Affiant. 

Datod  this  16th  day  of  Juno,  1946,  at  Tokyo,  Japan. 
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